Ten years ago a reviewer of the previous edition of Gregory's Pediatric Anesthesia speculated that it might have been "time to accept that the day of the encyclopaedic text is over" 1 . As another iconic bookshop closes in Adelaide, one could ask an even deeper question: what is the future of the printed word?
The fifth edition of this standard text represents a significant advance over the fourth edition in content, style and the inclusion of an electronic desktop version. The title of the book now includes the first author's family name because George A. Gregory has been joined by Dean B. Andropoulos as author/editor. The contributors have increased from around 40 to almost 100, and over a dozen of these contributors are now from Australia and Europe, providing a broader perspective. The number of pages has expanded from 900 to 1400 as a result of an increase in chapters from 29 to 45. This makes the physical version of the book rather more cumbersome at 3.5 kg for a single volume. The additions range from four chapters on the developmental physiology of individual organ systems to cutting edge research on brain development. Non-technical skills are also included with a new chapter dedicated to operating room safety, communication and teamwork.
The format has greatly improved with a move to full colour, both in text and illustrations. Chapters are colour-coded with each stripe of colour visible on the edge of the book. There is a boxed index at the start of each chapter to facilitate navigation, which can often be a challenge in an encyclopaedic text. Many chapters finish with a case study that could form a useful starting point for problem-based learning.
But it is the new desktop version that truly sets this textbook apart. The illustrations are beautiful with charts, line drawings and photographs seeming to climb off the screen. Weight is no longer a problem on a 700 g tablet. There are also smart phone versions of the book, but I feel that a large screen is needed for full comprehension. Searching for information is much easier with search boxes and hyperlinked indexes. Sections can be highlighted in one of three colours
